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WHEN PEOPLE BRING GARY TYPEWRITERS TYPING SO FAINTLY THE INK ON THE PAGE 
IS BARELY VISIBLE, HE WONDERS WHY THEY WAITED SO LONG TO BRING THEM IN. 
THEN HE REMEMBERS THAT MOST CHANGES IN LIFE HAPPEN LITTLE BY LITTLE— 

UNNOTICEABLE IN THE DAY-TO-DAY, UNTIL SOMEONE ELSE POINTS THEM OUT. 


Repairing a fading craft 


arrick “Gary” Shof- 
ner remembers when 
usiness boomed; 
back before the per- 


A nearly extinct 
skill still finds niche 


success. 
sonal computer was 
king. Customers would be lined up 
Pesala sola AME AR to the corner waiting for him to open 
By KEVIN FLORES , j up each morning—even on Satur- 


days. All kinds of people were com- 
ing through his door: congressmen, 
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TRACK AND FIELD 


Joun Fajarpow | Datty 49ER 
Senior Cameron Glasgow, the Big West Track Athlete of the Year, passes 
the baton to Junior Michael Perez-Rogers. They finished 11 overall over 
the weekend and earned a bid to the NCAA National Championships. 


a former captain of the Queen Mary, 
even Clint Eastwood once bought a 
used machine from him. 


didn’t know what to do with it, a thou- 
sand dollars a day, every day. He decid- 
ed to hang up a big neon sign outside 
his North Long Beach shop—Gary’s 
Typewriter Repair. 


He was making so much money he 


Boy, those were the good ol’ days. 


LBSU relay team headed to nationals 


Seven Long Beach 
State track and field 
men earn their 
ticket to the NCAA 
Championships. 


By Kaycre CONTATORE 
Assistant Sports Editor 


Four individuals and one relay team 
from the Long Beach State track and field 
team left their mark at the NCAA West 
Preliminary Championships and earned 
their bid to the NCAA National Champi- 
onships in Eugene, Oregon. 

Seniors Chris Low and Cameron 
Glasgow were the first to qualify to the 


Today, from the street, 833 East 
South St. looks abandoned. 

The old neon sign sits discarded on 
the roof. 

The storefront window is veiled by 
an uninviting, camel-colored scrim 
pulled together in such a way as to sug- 
gest the end of a play. On the window 


see FOCUS, page 5 


national championships with stand 
out finishes on the first day of the pre- 
liminaries in Austin, Texas from May 
28-30. - 

Low earned his spot for his second 
place finish in his heat of the 800-meter 
race with a 1:48.28 time. This is his second 
trip to the national championships after 
finishing seventh in the 2014 champion- 
ships and claiming first-team All-Amer- 
ica honors. 

Glasgow became an automatic quali- 
fier in the 400-meter race finishing third 
in his heat and 11th overall with a time 
of 46.61 seconds. During the second day 
of the preliminaries, Glasgow and his 
4x400 relay team earned a spot in the 
nationals. 

The 4x400 meter team is set to travel to 
Oregon after a third place finish in their 
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LBPD 


release 

git call on 
fatally shot 
Student 


Friends and fami- 

ly grieve for Feras 
Morad, the 20-year- 
old fatally shot by the 
LBPD. 


By COLLIN JAMES 
Senior Reporter 


The Long Beach Police Department 
released Wednesday the recording of 
the initial 911 phone call about Feras 
Morad, a Woodland Hills native who 
the LBPD fatally shot on 15th Street 
last week. 

The person making the phone call 
reported Morad as “intoxicated” and 
“maybe a little bit” violent, though po- 
lice reported Morad was unarmed. 

Morad’s friends and family held a 
candlelight vigil for him in Woodland 
Hills, Wednesday night. He was ac- 
cepted to California State University, 
Long Beach and planned on studying 
business and political science. Ac- 
cording to a Facebook page dedicated 
to him, he also competed in debates 
across the country. 

According to a press release sent out 
by the Long Beach Police Department, 
Morad was allegedly under the influ- 
ence of drugs during the events that 
led to his death. The report states that 
he jumped from a two-story window 
after getting into an altercation with 
his friends. 

The report also states that the offi- 
cer was unable to subdue Morad. The 
officer tried to apprehend Morad with 
a Taser and used a flashlight as a weap- 
on. 

Morad allegedly advanced toward 
the officer and told the officer he was 
going to attack him, and as a result 
the officer drew his weapon and shot 
Morad, the police report said. 

Police say the officer involved was 
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heat and an 11th place finish overall with 
a school record time of 3:06.20. The team 
consists of Glasgow, junior Dylan McClo- 
skey, junior Michael Perez-Rogers and 
senior Jahmani Lockett. 

The last two national qualifiers were 
juniors Willie Alexander and Michael 
Montgomery. Montgomery finished 
eighth out of the top 48 competitors in the 
west region for pole vault with a height of 
17 feet and 06.5 inches, while Alexander 
finished third for the triple jump 5lfeet 
and 11 inches. 

The trip to the nationals will be the 
third for Alexander, but his first in the tri- 
ple jump’event. 

The seven athletes will travel to His- 
toric Hayward Field in Eugene for the 
NCAA track and field championships on 
June 10-13. ; 
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State senator 
strives to soften 
license suspensions 


SB-405 would 
reinstate licenses to 
suspended drivers 
with non-safety 
violations. 


By Nicca PANGAT 
News Editor 


Suspended California drivers 
struggling to pay for parking tickets 
may find some debt-related relief, 
along with possible license reinstate- 
ment, according to proposed Senate 
Bill 405. 

SB-405, introduced by Senator Bob 
Hertzberg and passed as amended 
by the committee, cites that millions 
of drivers suspended for non-safety 
violations would have their licenses 
and driving privileges restored. This 
includes lesser violations like expired 
tags and unpaid parking tickets. 

“Driving in California is often de- 
scribed as a privilege, but for millions 
of Californians it is an economic ne- 
cessity,” the bill states. “Without the 
ability to drive, millions of families 
cannot afford to pay the cost of hous- 
ing, pay utilities, put food on the ta- 
ble, afford clothing for their children, 
or be able to save for retirement. In 
short, driving is a fundamental need 
of virtually every person in the state.” 

The bill also states that drivers 
who owe outstanding fines would be 
required to pay only a specified per- 
centage of the total amount. The new 
total would be determined for each 
driver on a sliding scale. 

“The justice system is heavily re- 
liant on fees, penalties and assess- 
ments, levied primarily on the poor 
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- the very people who can least afford 
it,” Hertzberg said in an op-ed for the 
Sacramento Bee. 

According to the statistics and data 
portal company Statista, there are 
over 24 million drivers in California 
alone. Another study by a coalition of 
civil rights groups reports that over 
four million of them have lost their 
licenses over the last eight years. 

The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration reports that 75 
percent of suspended drivers in the 
United States continue to drive dur- 
ing the period of their license revoca- 
tion. 

“If you can’t drive, you can’t work 
and you can’t pay [the fines],” Hertz- 
berg said. “That’s the key to SB-405, 
and the goal is to give people their 
lives and livelihoods back.” 

The fines in California as well as cit- 
ies across the country are a primary 
source of government funding up to 
several billion dollars, Hertzberg said. 

Under existing state law, licenses 
are not reinstated to drivers until the 
entirety of their fines and the fees at- 
tached to them are paid off, even up to 
several thousand dollars, and certain 
counties make it difficult to even ob- 
tain a hearing before a judge. 

“Before you know it, a $25 ticket for 
failing to notify the DMV of an ad- 
dress change has ballooned to $2,900 
due to absurd math that multiplies 
fees and penalties,” Hertzberg said. 
“Not unlike the debt owed to a loan 
shark.” 

SB-405 is designed to work hand- 
in-hand with Gov. Jerry Brown’s pro- 
posed Traffic Amnesty program. His 
proposal aims to handle nearly $10 
billion in uncollected debt by allow- 
ing drivers with minor violations to 
pay half of what they owe and slashing 
administrative fees from $300 to $50. 
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CSULB STUDENTS BUILD NASA-SPONSORED ROVER 


After nearly nine months in the making, the engineering students’ rover Gemini Omega and Gemini Alpha will 
compete in the fifth annual Revolutionary Aerospace Systems Concepts — Academic Linkage Robo-Ops Competi- 
tion at the NASA Johnson Space Center in Houston on June 2-4. 
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CSULB Staff member. 
Bonus Points if her 
name is Sherry! 


Come show us and we'll give you a prize! 
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New LB website unveiled 


Mayor Robert Garcia 
displayed the updated 
website for the city of 
Long Beach Monday 
afternoon. 


By KaycE CONTATORE 
Assistant Sports Editor 


A picture of the Long Beach Pike on 
a bright, sunny day fills the homepage 
for the new website for the city of Long 
Beach, which Mayor Robert Garcia de- 
buted June 1 in a press conference at 
City Hall. 

To remodel the website, Garcia said 
his team completely started over to cre- 
ate something new and fresh and the 
site features event and meeting calen- 
dars, bill payment and easy connection 
to city officials and media sites. 

The original council item was ap- 
proved $212 thousand in total, accord- 
ing to Garcia’s office. 

Garcia said that he believes the city’s 
website is the most important way that 
residents can stay in touch with the city 
government. Eventually Garcia wants 
the website to have a 24/7 online City 
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Hall. 

“The idea was to create a site that 
is cutting edge, and provides a user- 
friendly experience for everyone in 
Long Beach,” Garcia said. “Building it 
from scratch was definitely labor inten- 
sive.” 

According to the press release from 
Garcia’s office, the new website includes 
features such as an interactive map to 
allow visitors to search for different 
landmarks and simple access to various 
events in the city. 

Website users can also set up alerts 
using LinkLB to receive information 
about new events or meetings around 
the city or stay up-to-date on local news 
in city departments, commissions and 
committees. 

The websites features easy to access 
travel guides for visitors and portals to 
some of Long Beach’s most popular at- 
tractions and hang out spots. 

Residents can set up special tabs with 
statistics regarding Long Beach demo- 
graphics for the city or a specific dis- 
trict. Garcia said that with the OpenLB 
portal all of that data can be accessed 
and that the city is still in the process 
of uploading all of that information to 
the site. 

“The Open Data initiative, which 
will make available to the public a 
huge amount of information and data 
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that the city has,” Garcia said. “Every- 
thing from health and crime statistics 
to budget data and economic informa- 
tion.” 

The updated website includes a user 
friendly navigation system, making 
it easier for Long beach residents to 
pay bills, apply for permits and report 
neighborhood issues with one simple 
click. 

With many people using their phones 
to access the Internet, the design of the 
website was created so that it would 
look good on any mobile device and a 
computer screen. 

Garcia has talked about turning Long 
Beach into the next tech hub, afid with 
this new website, he said the city is one 
step closer to its goal. 

“I want to make sure Long Beach is 
a leader in using technology to provide 
government services that are efficient, 
transparent, and easy to access,” Garcia 
said. “Our previous website served us 
well but it was time for a total refresh.” 

City Hall has received a positive 
response from Long Beach residents 
about the new city website and Garcia 
said that there has been much excite- 
ment since its debut. 

Garcia said he is looking to expand 
and continue to add on to the website in 
the years to come, but was not ready to 
give out specific details just yet. 
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the only law enforcement agent at the scene when he pulled the 
trigger. 

Medics pronounced Morad dead on arrival to a local hospital, 
the police report said. 

Three separate law enforcement agencies are investigating the 
officer’s actions to determine if the officer’s use of force was jus- 
tified, police said. Long Beach Police, the Los Angeles District 
Attorney, and the Los Angeles Coroner's Office are investigating 
the shooting. 

“The investigations continue,” spokesperson for the Long 
Beach Police Cynthia Arrona said. “Detectives interview new 
witnesses who are coming forward each day, to try to get a com- 
plete picture of what happened that day.” 

Arrona said that the Police Department reassigned the officer 
away from the field. 

“As is standard in officer involved shootings, the officer is out 
of the field pending a review of this incident by the chief of po- 
lice,” Arrona said. 

Deputy Chief of the Long Beach Police David Hendricks said 
that the officer could face jail time if he wrongfully shot Morad. 

“Unarmed people just by the virtue of being unarmed are not 
a non threat,” Hendricks said. 

The investigations will determine through autopsy reports, 
eye-witness testimony and other evidence to determine if the 
officer was justified in his use of force. 

“[Police] have due process like everyone else,” Hendricks said. 
“If we find them [guilty], we want them out.” 

The Coroner’s autopsy report, which may reveal key evidence 
in the shooting, takes as s long as eight weeks to complete, Hen- 
dricks said. 

Long Beach Police said that they are unable to confirm 
whether Morad was under the influence of any mind-altering 
substance. 

Justice for Feras is holding a rally Thursday at 4 p.m. at Lin- 
coln Park in Long Beach to demand action against the officer 
who shot Morad. 
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Despite fumbles, the 
company manages 

to do justice to an 
American masterpiece. 


By KevIN FLores 
Diversions Editor 


The first scene in Arthur Miller’s 
“Death of a Salesman” says it all. 

Willy Loman, peddler-ordinaire, 
burnt-out and weary from the road, ap- 
pears on stage lugging two large sample 
cases. Laying them down on the kitchen 
floor for a moment, he sighs. Picking 
them back up, he reluctantly ambles on 
to the next room. 

Willy, a sixty-something-year-old 
travelling salesman, is the hapless prod- 
uct of a society that points at consumer- 
ism and professional success as guiding 
stars to happiness and self-worth. The 
company he’s worked for all his life has, 
in his own words, eaten the orange and 
thrown away the peel. “But a man is not 
a fruit,” he says to his boss, exasperated, 
begging for a salaried position. 


CurTeosy oF LonG BEACH PLAYHOUSE 


Linda Loman comforts Willy Loman after a failed business trip. 


“Death of a Salesman” is considered 
a classic American drama to this day 
because the mirror it held up to society 
when it premiered in 1949, still casts an 
ugly image audience members today 
will recognize. 

Its relevance is enough of a reason to 
attend the Long Beach Playhouse’s in- 
timate run of the play—even though it 
does leave something to be desired. 

Karl Schott, who plays Willy Loman, 
schleps about with a thousand yard 
stare in a stiff, desultory manner. On 


this level, it’s obvious that his character 
is but a flesh-worn husk of his former 
self. But for all the effort to physically 
embody the effects of carrying a Si- 
syphean load for 30 odd years, Schott 
leaves the audience expectant. 

Schott always seems to be just one 
note away from striking that gut- 
wrenching chord of tragic disillusion- 
ment so vital to the character of Willy 
Loman, but never quite nailing it. 

His line delivery echoes a man who 
is tracing a circle, but Willy is a man 


whose life is tracing a downward spi- 
ral. Instead of pathetic, Schott’s Willy 
comes off as delirious and confused, 
like a runaway dementia patient, which 
doesn’t provide the same raw pathos 
Miller intended the character to elicit. 

Though this is not a fatal flaw in the 
performance, it is evident. Otherwise, 
Schott is well-cast for the part. He has 
a wonderfully expressive face that at 
times reveals a haunting loneliness 
within Willy, especially in scenes when 
he is directly facing the audience. 

The leading lady, Harriet Whitmyer, 
who plays Willy’s devoted wife Linda, 
gives the best performance, hands- 
down. She defends Willy’s humanity 
in a powerful scene also featuring the 
couple’s two sons, Biff and Happy, the 
latter of whom is played by California 
State University, Long Beach alumni 
Zackary Salene. 

“Willy Loman never made a lot of 
money. His name was never in the pa- 
per. He’s not the finest character that 
ever lived. But he’s a human being,” she 
says to her sons huddled around the 
dinner table. 

Whitmyer plangent pleas channel 
the agony of wife who has spent a whole 
marriage watching her husband pared 
down to a parody of his dreams by the 
corporate machine. In doing so, she 
makes the audience feel a heart-rending 
empathy for old Willy, if only for a mo- 
ment. 

The play’s set is sparse and for good 


Long Beach cyclists tour de course for bike safety 


reason. It allows for a seamless flow be- 
tween the past and the present. Willy’s 
constant flashbacks are handled deftly, 
maintaining a feeling of schizophrenic 
chaos without being disruptive to the 
storylines overall flow. 

Just as Willy’s mindscape seems to 
teeter back and forth between reality 
and memory, so does the set. This is 
greatly due to the well-executed light- 
ing, which, when appropriate, helps 
compartmentalize the small black box 
theatre’s set into the corridors of Willy’s 
memory. 

The set’s small size also adds a streak 
of claustrophobic anxiety that compli- 
ments the play’s theme of being boxed 
in. 

The quiet desperation of Willy Lo- 
man reminds us of our own workaday 
fathers or mothers, sisters or brothers; 
perhaps even ourselves—scampering 
toward the big cheese at the end of the 
rat race, only to find total emptiness. 

Miller intended the “Death of a 
Salesman” to be a scathing indictment 
of capitalistic ideals, a tragic depiction 
of the absurd notions of success Ameri- 
cans continue to cling onto. This mes- 
sage shines through any shortcomings 
the Long Beach Playhouse’s run might 
suffer from. 

The play runs until June 20 and show 
times are at 8 p.m. Fridays and Satur- 
days and 2 p.m. on Sundays. Ticket 
prices are $14 for students, $24 for 
adults, and $21 for seniors. 


Second annual Bike 
Festival held in East 
Village Arts District. 


By SEAN GALLAGHER 
Contributing Writer 


Rusted vintage, prewar relics and 
glinting chrome cruisers lined down- 
town Long Beach streets Saturday—but 
this was no car show. 

The Downtown Long Beach Associ- 
ates teamed up with multiple organiza- 
tions to present the second annual Bike 
Fest in Long Beach’s East Village Arts 
District. 

The aim of the event was to get more 
people out of their cars and onto bikes, 
said Brian Addison, the communica- 


www.LBCC.edu 


tions manager for the Downtown Long 
Beach Associates. 

“We want to promote the idea that 
it’s really an accessible hobby and way 
of alternative transportation to help al- 
leviate some of the overcrowding and 
congestion that Long Beach suffers 
from,” Addison said. 

When it comes to expanding bike 
infrastructure, the city has embraced 
a hare-like philosophy. The momen- 
tum has ridden on the pegs of bikeway 
expansions, which more than doubled 
from 120 miles in 2001 to 275 miles in 
2014. 

The additions have not gone unno- 
ticed. A Los Angeles Times analysis 
found that citywide ridership in 2014 
increased by nearly 30 percent since 
2008. 

While Long Beach cyclists have 
much to celebrate,'the event also aimed 
to further the bike-ification of the city’s 
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streets. 

Badria Kateregga, a California State 
University, Long Beach graduate, was 
volunteering at the Bikeable Commu- 
nities booth, an organization that has 
helped implement downtown Long 
Beach’s protected bike lanes, as well 
as helping to launch Bike Fest and the 
Tour of Long Beach. 

“We want to continue making the 
streets of Long Beach safer and friend- 
lier for bikes while fostering commu- 
nication between municipalities to 
extend the network of safe bike paths 
outside of Long Beach,” Kateregga 
said. 


True to its commitment to expand — 


bicycle infrastructure, in March the 
city of Long Beach hired German com- 
pany Nextbike to install 250 stations for 
2,500 bikes by April 2017. If everything 
goes according to plan, Long Beach will 
be the first city the Los Angeles County 
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to implement such a program. 

Apart from increasing accessibility 
for cyclists, the city has worked to in- 
crease bike safety. Sharrows, marked 
by stenciled chevrons that designate a 
shared lane between bicycles and vehi- 
cles, have been added to high traffic ar- 
eas such as 2nd Street in Belmont Shore 
to increase road sharing awareness. 

Some of the credit for these measures 
can be attributed to cyclist advocacy 
groups such as Andy’s Law. The orga- 
nization’s founder, Mario Gastelum, 
made his presence known at the Long 
Beach Bike Festival by handing out free 
lemonade and passing around an iPad, 
asking attendees to sign a petition to 
impose harsher consequences for hit 
and runs 

“We work with Wolfpack Hustle and 
Finish the Ride to lobby politicians to 
promote awareness and responsibility 
for both drivers and riders,” the Google 
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engineer said. Gastelum founded An- 
dy’s Law after his nephew, Luis “Andy” 
Garcia, was struck fatally by a drunk 
driver in 2013. 

The Bike Fest encompassed kids’ rac- 
es, a short city cross bike course, fixed 
gear competitions, vendors, a beer gar- 
den, and even live music. Thousands of 
competitors, fans, bicycle enthusiasts, 
and curious passers-by poured through 
the streets of Downtown Long Beach to 
enjoy the spectacle. 

CSULB’s own CSULB Cycling Club 
was also well-represented at the event. 
President Elaina Alvarez and other 
members, including senior civil engi- 
neering major David Ayala, showed up 
to compete and support Long Beach 
cycling. 

“I do think that Long Beach is very 
bike friendly, and it’s beautiful to ride 
around, especially at night,” Ayala 
said. 
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pane itself, Gary’s Typewriter Repair Ser- 
vice is scrawled in white acrylic paint that 
better resembles old white-out—chipped 
and faded from three decades under the 
sun. 

Beneath that, traces of graffiti some- 
one’s haphazardly tried to remove threaten 
to overtake the business lettering. Like a 
museum exhibit, frozen in time, the plac- 
ard resting at the bottom right corner of 
the window has read “we're open” since 
1978, back when Gary first set up shop 
here. 

Even if he wanted to turn it around, he 
couldn’t get to it, he says. Customers joke 
about passing by at 2 a.m. and seeing the 
open sign still up. 

Despite its blighted appearance, Gary 
can still be found inside this obscure 
hole-in-the-wall, like a modern-day black- 
smith, hunched over a hundred-year-old 
cast-iron machine. That’s if he’s not out on 
a service call. 

He admits he’s not going to be a mil- 
lionaire anytime soon, but being a 21st 
century typewriter repairman isn’t a com- 
plete oxymoron. He’s kept busy by law 
firms and doctor’s offices that still use elec- 
tric typewriters for transcriptions. Most of 
all, the rise of interest in these proto-word- 
processors as collectors’ items has helped 
keep him afloat. 

When asked about his theory on the 
typewriter’s appeal today, he said, “If 
you're a writer it comes from here,” gestur- 
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ing toward his head, “to your fingers and 
right to the paper there. You can sit down, 
not have to worry about beepers and 
buzzers, and then you can let your true 
thoughts come out.” 

Gary is a true throwback. He wears a 
beard with patches of white and retro- 
looking glasses. He could pass for a black 
Walter White. His hands are thick as bro- 
ken-in leather, and he speaks with an ex- 
pressive voice that tends to run away from 
him sometimes. 

He says he’s always been fascinated by 
the inner-workings of machines. “As a 
kid I liked to tinker ‘round with stuff. Of 
course none of my parents liked that be- 
cause I used to take stuff apart and see how 
it worked. I'd say, what makes this clock 
work and so I'd take it apart.” 

As a young man he received a grant to 
take a 3 year intensive course in typewrit- 
er repair at a trade school, which was later 
supplemented by some training at IBM. 

His first job as a travelling typewriter 
repairman with the now defunct Crocker 
National Bank took him all across Cali- 
fornia. After bouncing around a few other 
companies, he decided to go into business 
for himself. 

When Gary opened up his shop in 
1978, rent was $35 a month. “Can you be- 
lieve that? Now it’s 20 times more.” 

The inside is about as big as an over- 
sized walk-in closet. It’s dingy and smells 
distinctly of typewriter oil and machine 
grease. Every surface is coated with a thin 
layer of grime and nostalgia. 

Behind the curtains that obscure the 
storefront window, metal shelves hold gut- 
ted typewriters of every sort. The shelves 
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A graffiti-adorned storefront in North Long Beach, Gary’s Typewriter Repair Services has been open on E. South 


Street since 1978. 


are so full with machines, they seem to be 
disgorging their contents onto the floor, 
parts of which are piled half-way to the 
roof with these metallic dinosaurs. It’s a 
typewriter junkyard. 

“IT have to keep everything because 
the minute I throw something away, 
somebody’ll walk in here and say, “This lit- 
tle part broke off; and I'll say, ‘Darn, that’s 
the machine I threw out.” 

Nothing’s changed since the 1980s, he 
says. He points toward the foot of a metal 
mountain near the front of the store. “See 
that computer right there. Remember that 
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DOS computer right there. That’s been sit- 
ting there since 19—whenever that com- 
puter came out.” 

Behind the front counter is a small 
workbench. On it sits an 1837 Royal type- 
writer that he’s been hard at work restor- 
ing, along with an assortment of lubricants 
and small metal parts. “Sometimes I gotta 
make parts, weld things. I used to be able 
to go to downtown [Los Angeles] and pick 
up parts. Not anymore.” 

Helifts up an IBM Selectric that’s laying 
on the front counter and begins inspect- 
ing the underbelly. The intricacies of the 


mechanisms look like a steampunk’s wild- 
est dream. He points at different parts that 
don’t appear to be interconnected in any 
conceivable way but says each one depends 
on the other. One small imperfection and 
“you'll be typing a ‘U’ when you press the 
‘R key.” 

He admits that when he gets a machine 
that’s particularly difficult, it consumes 
him. Lying in bed at night, and even in his 
dreams, he'll mentally manipulate parts 
around in order to come up with a fix. 
“T love it. I still love it even after all these 
years.” 
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It’s a red card for FIFA 


Nicca PANGGAT 
News Editor 


fter years of soccer vs. 

football jokes from the 

rest of the soccer-loving 

world, the United States 

stepped in to save 
Europe once again and indicted 14 
Fédération Internationale de Football 
Association officials on corruption 
charges in an attempt to take some of 
the sport’s top leaders to court. 

Nine officials were arrested on 
Wednesday by Swiss authorities for 
charges that include racketeering, 
wire fraud and a money launder- 
ing conspiracy. And because of the 
involvement of the United States 
Department of Justice, it’s probable 
that the FIFA officials might even 
be handed over to the United States 
thanks to the bilateral extradition 
treaty that stands between the two 
countries. 

It’s all very dramatic, and the 
related 30 for 30 ESPN special practi- 
cally writes itself. Still, not much is 
actually poised to change for soccer 
and its bribery problems in the long 
run based on this scandal alone. 

The real end goal was to out Sepp 


Blatter, the almost-80-year-old in 
charge of soccer’s largest and most 
important governing body, and then 
restructure FIFA’s voting system so 
that corrupt men aren't selling their 
corrupt votes for corrupt leaders or 


The FIFA arrests 
for corruption 
leave them a 
few men down, 
but ultimately 
will lead to no 
change until its 
voting system is 
restructured and 
a new president 
is elected. 


corrupt countries. It’s the only way 
to ensure the ongoing corruption is 
actually put to a stop. 

The first step has already been 
taken. Though Blatter has been in 
charge of FIFA for what will be 17 
years this June, the widening scandal 


blooming right under his nose pushed 
him to declare his resignation as 
FIFA’s president on Tuesday. 

Because members must be given 
at least four months’ notice for a new 
election, the meeting won't actu- 
ally be held until sometime between 
December 2015 and March 2016. For 
now, this gives authorities more time 
to round up the worst of the big, bad 
FIFA criminals. 

The next thing to fix is FIFA’s cur- 
rent voting system so the next Blatter 
isn’t elected after all the hard work 
done to push the original out of office. 

No one likes Blatter. His name 
alone sounds like it could belong to a 
Disney villain. But in a system where 
all countries get one say, the president 
doesn’t have to be the most liked, just 
collect the most votes. 

Essentially, a small country like 
Ghana then pulls the same weight 
as a larger one like Germany - a fact 
enforced by Blatter originally being 
re-elected to his fifth term in office 
before stepping down. 

His opponent, Ali bin al-Hussein, 
scored a measly 73 votes to Blatter’s 
133. The actual election was more a 
show of al-Hussein’s opposition than 
anything. 

To repair this, FIFA needs a vot- 
ing system that better represents its 


constituents. As it stands, FIFA is 
like the U.S. Senate, only instead of 
two representatives per state, it’s one 
vote per country. The system needs 

to be more like the House of Repre- 
sentatives, where each country’s votes 
reflect its population. 

It’s not an immediate fix, and it’s 
guaranteed that some of the repre- 
sentatives of the larger countries are 
just as corrupt as Blatter. But the hope 
is that changing the system will help 
the new FIFA escape the manipula- 
tion over small countries and level the 


—____ ( ) PINIONS 


1-IMaGEs/ZuMA Press/TNS 
President Joseph Blatter listens at a press conference at FIFA headquar- 
ters during the opening day of the 65th Congress on May 30, 2015 in 
Zurich, Switzerland. Blatter announced Tuesday that he is stepping down 
from president of the organization. 


playing field for larger ones. 

It’s not an easy road, nor is it a 
likely one. Though it may be the right 
way to fix the problems within FIFA, 
it’s a difficult choice to make tying 
up the passion for the sport with its 
politics. 

All fans want at the end of the day 
is to sit down and know England will 
flop its way out of the cup again. And 
as angry as they may all be at the 
practices FIFA employs, there’s no 
question that billions across the world 
will still tune in to watch it happen. 


Tap-ing into the student budget 
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us-riding students, unless you 

are taking summer school or 

are employed by the university, 

prepare for a summer of invol- 

untary, calf-shaping hikes across the 

city. California State University,. Long 

Beach has neglected to include free pub- 

lic transportation for its students over 
the summer break. 

The free bussing pro- 

gram is organized 

between the univer- 

sity and LBT, under 

CSULB Financial 
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Management Vice President Sharon 
Taylor’s watch. The way the program 
works is that the university pays for each 
time a student taps his or her card. This 
is great, this is excellent, this should be a 
year-round benefit. 

“The program is to help the supply 
and demand for students,” Taylor said. 
“So in the summer we don’t have the 
same issues with supply and demand... 
The program is designed mainly to al- 
leviate congestion on campus. We can’t 
afford to pay for that benefit other than 
to address that issue.” 

Funding for this pro- 
gram comes from park- 
ing fines and permits. 

Has this revenue dis- 

sipated just because 
the tempera- 

ture has 
Tiss n 
a few 
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grees? Surely, with the money being 
spent on parking permits during the 
school year, it is in the budget to keep 
the program year-round. 

This should not be an all-or-nothing 
scenario. Allow the students sticking 
around the area for the summer to keep 
their CSULB Tap cards activated. If a 
student does not need the amenity, then 
by all means, deactivate it. 


CSULB students 
should not have 
to pay for public 
transportation 
due to a shift in 
the season. 


CSULB has had a standing agreement 
with Long Beach Transportation since 
2008 that allows students to ride busses 
for free, LBT media relations Kevin Lee 

said. CSULB designed the program 
to be offered to enrolled students and 
faculty, including those attending 
summer school. 

“If there was no bus program... 
[CSULB] would have to build multi- 
million dollar parking structures to 
accommodate that,” Lee said. 

LBT has drastically reduced traf- 
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fic in the city, including on campus in 
the past decade. Before the program 
was introduced, about 12,000 people 
boarded Long Beach busses at the 17 
stops on or around campus. By 2012, 
that frequency increased to 10,000,000, 
Lee said. 

Obviously this free bussing program 
is widely used and beneficial to those 
who are a part of the CSULB commu- 
nity as well as the university itself, so 
why cut us off now? 

As of last year, the average person in 
Los Angeles saved over $900 a month 
using public transportation instead of a 
personal car due to gas inflation, general 
automobile upkeep and insurance, ac- 
cording to American Public Transpor- 
tation Association. So either walk, buy 
your own bus pass or prepare to shell out 
nearly 2 grand this season. Hopefully 
that summer job really pays off. 

To throw more salt into the pedes- 
trian’s proverbial wound, students must 
apply for a summer Tap card six to eight 
weeks in advance to get a student dis- 
count. 

This does little good for those strand- 
ed in Long Beach for the summer, con- 
sidering the university only gave the 
student body a week’s notice before sus- 
pending bus privileges for the summer. 

Abandoned by the university and ne- 
glected to be told with advanced warn- 
ing, local students must pay their own 
way. We are still CSULB students in the 
summer. Our Tap cards should reflect 
this. 
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COPPNIONS sence 
This summer ... don’t 


PAIGE PELONIS 
Multimedia Managing Editor 


Summer. It comes and goes, and then we count 
down for months and weeks and days until it 
comes ‘round again ... and then, just like that, 
it goes again. It’s short — way shorter than you 
might be expecting. Don’t waste the few precious 
summer days that we get! 


DON’T put off the work out. 

The Student Recreation and 

Wellness Center on cam- 
pus is open during the summer. 
Sure it closes a tad earlier than 
it does during the semester, but 
hey, you probably don’t have class 
anyway. Students attending sum- 
mer courses have a membership 
through the summer, and for the 
lucky ones who won't see a class- 
room until September, it’s just under $100 to stay 
fit at The Beach. So there is no reason to keep say- 
ing you'll work out tomorrow ... you can start get- 
tin’ swoll right now! 


summer 


at the movie theater — check out the Long 

Beach Playhouse’s collection of stage perfor- 
mances as well as the Garage Theater. The prices 
probably aren’t any cheaper than the movie the- 
ater, but it’s a lot more engaging than watching the 
Avengers spit awkward one-liners between action 
sequences. 


D svive spend all your summer earnings 


2015, gotta-have-it-now mentality. Dip into 


3 DON’T get too involved with the tech-crazy, 
the classics a few times this summer with 


5 things that 
you should 
avoid doing this 


books by authors like Steinbeck or Vonnegut; re- 
watch the classics like Gone with the Wind, The 
Wizard of Oz or The Outsiders. Twitter CAN wait 
... ifyou miss something the first time it posts, you 
can catch it when it gets re-tweeted/shared/liked/ 
etc. later on. Take a day or two, go off the grid and 
enjoy. 


co-workers that you are going to do what 

number three says and go off the grid. It is 
summer, but your boss still needs you to show up 
for work, your mom still wants 
to know you're alive and your 
friends still want to know what’s 
good. Don’t leave anyone hang- 
ing when you're taking some you 
time. 


DON’T blow up. Inde- 

5 pendence Day is coming, 

and fireworks are still il- 

legal in the City of Long Beach. 

Be safe (and sane), have fun and keep an eye on 

your younger siblings with those sparklers — they 
could get seriously hurt! 


{ DON’T forget to tell your family, friends and 


There are so many things you could do this 
summer. You could find an internship, start a 
blog, commit to reading all of the Lord of the 
Rings books, eat your weight in fro-yo, drink your 
weight in beer or do all of those things! 

But the bottom line is DON’T sit on the couch, 
binging Netflix for three months and then wonder 
where your summer went. 


(And DON’T forget to check out Morning 49er 
News on KBeach Tuesday mornings and on twitter 
@Daily49er #49ernow). 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


15. Volunteers 


Sleep Study volunteers Healthy men aged 
22-45 

Recruiting now for summer. Requires two 6 
day stays. Compensation $2600.00 
310.222.1860 


30. School & Instruction 


Take Oceanography Online this Summer 
and never enter a classroom! Geology 160 
will be taught by Bruce Perry from May 
26- Aug 14. 

Learn about he ocean and earn 3 units of 
GE science credit towards graduation from 
CSULB. 


31. Internships 


Local radio show looking for volunteer 
interns (2-4 hrs per week) to assist with guest 
booking. Must be organized & have excellent 
interpersonal skills. Exp. in public relations 
or customer service preferred. Hrs. flexible; 
ref. needed 

Call 562.477.5674 


35. Employment Opportunites 


New business expand to Hong Kong, Japan 
and Philippines, Leaders wanted here and 
abroad. 

FREE orientation and training May 9th, Costa 
Mesa, To register call 562-425-1989. 

Leave name/phone #/best time to call. 


Professional couple with two sons (ages 6&7) 
needs childcare & help w/ light housework; 
hrs flexible: ref. needed: call 562.477.5674 


Young Entrepreneur Program - Be your own 
boss 
www.tinvurl.com/ebilane2 


Office assist needed. Help w/ marketing, 
social media & organization. Needs computer 
skills (Mac). 10 hr/wk. $12/hr, Days and hrs 
to be determined. Call Chris at 562.619.5883. 
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Dirtbag stars shine bright amidst a dim season 


COLUMN 


LBSU put the 2015 season 
behind them and look to 
better days ahead. 


By Eppik RIVERA 
Contributing Writer 


A promising start became a subpar 
ending when the Long Beach State 
baseball team wrapped up their season 
by getting swept on the road against 
rival Cal State Fullerton. 

The Dirtbags, who made a post- 
season appearance last year, failed to 
make the NCAA regionals this time 
around. They ended the season by go- 
ing 28-26 overall, and finished sixth in 
the Big West with an 11-13 conference 
record. 

Despite all this, the youthful squad 
showed lots of promise and flashes of 
brilliance throughout. The Dirtbags 
started off with a 10-3 record that 
included a stretch where senior righty 
Kyle Friedrichs accumulated 34 strike- 
outs in only three starts. 

LBSU capped off this ferocious 
start by completing a series sweep 
over Wichita State at home on March 
1. Freshmen right-handers Chris 
Mathewson and Darren McCaughan 


Individual stars shined for the Dirtbags, but the team faltered in conference play to finish in sixth place. 


became part of Dirtbag lore that day by 
combining to throw the first no hitter 
in Long Beach State history. 

The Dirtbags continued their 
strong push with some midseason 
magic by junior right-fielder Zack 
Rivera. Rivera lifted the Dirtbags to a 
5-4 midweek victory over UNLV with 
a game-winning single in the bottom 
of the ninth. This sparked a five- | 


game win streak for the Dirtbags that 
included a series sweep over Cal State 
Northridge. 

However, LBSU’s road woes would 
come to haunt them over the following 
weeks as they dropped series to both 
UC Irvine and Cal Poly. The Dirtbags 
appeared bounce back from the rough 
road stretch with a gritty 2-1 home win 


over No. 2 UCLA on April 28. 


Freshman designated hitter Brock 
Lundquist collected the game-winning 
hit in the bottom of the 13th inning 
and helped legitimized his value at the 
plate to the team. 

The Dirtbags wild season came to 
a screeching halt that weekend after 
suffering a series sweep at home to 
Hawai'i. The sweep proved to be too 
costly and all but erased any hopes of 


Boppy YAGAKE | Daity 49ER 


another postseason berth. 

In spite of the failures, the talent 
on this Dirtbag team is obvious and it 
showed with several players receiving 
various awards and accolades. 

Friedrichs, Lundquist and sopho- 
more shortstop Garrett Hampson 
were all selected to the All-Big West 
Second Team. Freshman first baseman 
Luke Rasmussen earned an honorable 
mention. 

Mathewson’s absurd freshman 
campaign earned him Big West Fresh- 
man Pitcher of the Year honors as he 
became the first pitcher in Long Beach 
State history to claim the award. He 
was also selected to the All-Big West 
first team. 

Mathewson appears to be in prime 
position to become the starting ace for 
the Dirtbags next season with Fried- 
richs senior season coming to an end. 
Friedrichs stellar year has him named 
a semifinalist for 2015 Gregg Olsen 
Award - the award goes to college 
baseball’s breakout player of the year. 

Hampson followed up his impressive 
freshman campaign last season with 
an amazing sophomore outing which 
has earned him an invitation to join 
the USA Baseball Collegiate National 
Team. He is just the 11th Dirtbag to 
join team USA and the first since cur- 
rent major leaguer Danny Espinosa. 

With the season now in the rear- 
view mirror, the Dirtbags can focus 
on the road in front of them. They 
better put their shades on, the future 
looks bright. 


COLUMN 


Barca and Fuve to provide an oasis 


— from FIFA corruption 


The Catalan and Italian 
clubs are set to face off 
in Saturday’s Champions 
League final surrounded 
by the scrutiny of world 
soccer. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


The most talked about event in 
world football this week was sup- 
posed to be the weekend’s clash 
between Spain’s FC Barcelona and 
Italy’s Juventus FC, not the actions 
of a controversial, 79-year-old 
man. 

Soccer fans around the globe are 
normally preparing for the most 
prestigious club soccer game’in 
late May, early June. This year’s 
edition features two of the most 
storied clubs in Europe. 

Juventus are the underdogs 
and an unpopular choice to take 
part in the final, especially when 
the alternative could have been a 
Clasico between Real Madrid and 
Barcelona. 

Nicknamed “the old lady,” Juve 
plays in a traditional Italian fash- 
ion: defense first, the rest should 
come easy. Their soccer isn’t very 
attractive, but it was enough to 
beat the world’s richest club, Real 
Madrid, in the semi-final. 

Barcelona, on the other hand, 
commands one of the largest fan 
bases in the world. According to 
Forbes, they are the second richest 


club on the planet with a value of 
3.16 billion dollars. 

Bar¢a’s style of play is the 
complete opposite of Juventus’. The 
Catalans defend well, but are much 
more vertical and rely heavily on 
their trident in attack consisting 
of Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez and 
Neymar to create opportunities. 

Any other year, this game com- 
mands total attention in the weeks 
leading up to it. This year, Joseph 
“Sepp” Blatter unexpectedly stepped 
down from his post as head of soc- 
cer’s governing body on Tuesday 
after 17 years in charge of FIFA. 

The shocking resignation came 
only four daysiafter Blatter won his 
fourth re-election. Two days prior 


Any other year, this 
game commands total 
attention in the weeks 
leading up to it. 


to the vote, the FBI indicted nine 
FIFA officials and five corporate ex- 
ecutives for racketeering conspiracy 
and corruption. The scandal should 
have crippled Blatter’s presidential 
campaign, but all it did was delay: 
the inevitable. 

After Blatter secured his fifth 
straight term, he vowed to root out 
all corruption in world soccer and 
would disallow the denigration of 
FIFA to continue. The many who 
oppose Blatter and his iron grip on 
FIFA felt his promises were empty. 

One of his staunchest rivals is 
ex-soccer star and UEFA President 


Michel Platini. In an interview with 
L’Equipe, Platini said that Blatter 
assured him he would run for presi- 
dent for the last time in the 2011 
election. The Frenchman called 
Blatter a friend, but that he couldn't 
support him any longer. 

When Blatter stepped down, 
world soccer mostly rejoiced, but 
doubts still linger over who will 
take over as the new FIFA chief. The 
public’s fear is that Blatter might 
handpick his replacement leaving 
world soccer with more of the same. 

Regardless of who takes over, 
the FBI announced hours after the 
resignation that FIFA and Blatter 
are still under investigation. 

It’s no secret that the corruption 
in world soccer is often unchecked. 
Yet people keep watchingithe televi- 
sion broadcasts by the millions, 
they keep buying the videogames 
year in and year out and they still 
pay astronomical figures to attend 
live matches. 

According to World Soccer Talk, 
1.9 million Americans watched 
the 2014 Champions League final 
between Real Madrid and Atletico 
Madrid on Fox. According to FIFA, 
around 200,000 tickets to the 2014 
World Cup in Brazil were sold in 
the United States. 

Most people use the duration of 
a match as an escape from reality 
and the rotting structure surround- 
ing the game of soccer. That is why 
Saturday’s Barcelona vs. Juventus 
will be like an oasis in the middle of 
a brutal desert. 

Amid world soccer’s turmoil, 
Saturday’s Champions League final 
in Berlin is set to start at 11:45 a.m. 
local time. 


LBSU ATHLETICS 
LBSU lifts the Big West Commissioner's Cup for the sixth time in the past 
seven years. 


Lets have another cup 


LBSU takes home its 

seventh Commissioner’s 
Cup after edging out UC 
Davis in average points. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


Long Beach State might be run- 
ning out of shelf space after the 
school was awarded its fifth straight 
Big West Commissioner’s Cup on 
Monday. 

The cup goes to the athletic pro- 
gram with the best regular season 
finishes among all the sports in the 
conference. 

Each school earns a certain amount 
of points depending on which place 
they finish in each sport; conference 
championships add bonus points to 
that tally. The total amount of points 
is then divided by the number of com- 
petitions the school participates in to 
find an average. The school that has 


the best average wins the cup. 

This year, LBSU finished with an 
average of 117.1 points; 5.2 points 
ahead of second place UC Davis. The 
consistency of women’s tennis and 
men’s track and field, who won cham- 
pionships this year, propelled the 
school to another cup win. 

Women’s tennis has won the last 
five conference titles and the men’s 
track and field has won four of the 
last five. Women’s volleyball added 
another title this year and 10 top-four 
finishes from the rest of the sports se- 
cured the 2015 cup. 

In the Commissioner Cup’s 16-year 
history, only three teams have won it. 
Former member Pacific took home 
the first two cups in 1999 and 2000, 
followed by UC Santa Barbara taking 
the next five. 

LBSU took its first cup in 2006 
breaking UCSB’s dominance, and 
Santa Barbara answered by winning 
three of the next four cups. However, 
this year’s win marks LBSU’s seventh 
cup, now trailing UCSB in total cups 
by one. 


